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God called Jonah a first time, but he resisted.  
When God called called Jonah a second time, he 
thought he’d better respond.  


What God was calling Jonah to do was the hardest 
thing he’d ever done in his life.  Go into the city of 
Nineveh, that great city of over 120,000 people, 
and tell them to change their ways, because the 
path they were on was heading towards self-
destruction.


Jonah knew this was the hardest thing he’d ever 
done.  He didn’t want to do it. So he ran the other 
direction.  But running away never works.  It always 
catches up to you.


So after living through sea storms and spending 
three days and nights in the belly of a whale, when 
Jonah heard the voice of God calling him the 
second time, he thought it best to respond.


So he did.  


And because Jonah responded to God’s call, the 
people of Nineveh were saved.


However you understand the story of Jonah, on 
one level it’s an extraordinary story of being called 
to do the thing you resist the most.  Yet when you 

actually do it, you discover that it makes an 
enormous difference.  But the story of Jonah is 
more than that.


Fast forward to Jesus on the shores of Galilee.  
Simon and Andrew are called by Jesus to leave 
their nets so they can fish for people.  And Mark 
records that “immediately, they left their nets and 
followed Jesus.”  


Then Mark records, “immediately James and John 
left their father in the boat with the hired men and 
followed him.”  What was it that compelled them to 
drop everything, leave their father, their livelihood, 
and their pension, and follow Jesus with such 
immediacy?


Clearly, like the people of Nineveh who changed 
their ways at Jonah’s warnings, there’s something 
that captured those Galilean fisherman’s 
imagination and made them act.  They were 
inspired. They were called. And they followed.


You see here’s another way of understanding the 
story of Jonah.  Often the story of Jonah is 
understood as the story of Jesus.  


Look at the parallels.  Both were called to do the 
impossible:  Jonah to go to Nineveh; Jesus to go to 
the world, because both places were condemned.  


Both resisted the call: Jonah ran away to Tarshish; 
Jesus went to the garden to pray that this cup 
would pass from him.  




Both were condemned to death and spent three 
days in a place of death: Jonah in the belly of a 
whale; Jesus in a sealed tomb. 


Both emerged from death to proclaim a message 
of life.  


Because of Jonah’s obedience, Nineveh was 
saved.  


Because of Jesus’ obedience, the world was 
saved.


From that perspective, you and I join generations of 
people who came before us to be inspired by these 
single acts of obedience.  Generations of people 
who lived through plagues and famines; who lived 
through oppression and abandonment; who lived 
through war and revolution were all inspired by 
these stories of obedience and their hope was 
restored.  


Jesus’ obedience to what God called him to do 
makes all the difference; because it has saved us.  


And knowing that the world is saved - even in all of 
the present challenges of COVID, the struggles of 
isolation, or the fact that we desperately miss 
seeing each other in person and gathering together 
in this place of worship - inspires us to hope.  


Like the people of Nineveh, knowing that we are 
saved changes us.  Like Simon, Andrew, James, 

and John, it compels us to immediately drop 
everything and follow this one from Nazareth. Like 
Amanda Gorman, the American youth Poet 
Laurette, it inspires us to have the courage to 
express a dream that is a reality. 


Because this one from Nazareth is the Lamb of 
God who takes away the sin of the world.  It is 
Jesus’ obedience to the call of God that has saved 
the world, and therein, regardless of what we live 
through we have our hope restored.
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To speak with Paul or Judy,  
leave a message at the Parish Centre 

519-846-5911 

Know that our prayers are with you today. 
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